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MEGAN CARSON GRADUATED from Furman in 
2000 with an excellent education, great friends, and 
a fairy tale vision of the man she hoped to marry: tall, 
mannerly and Christian.
 Men possessing those traits seemed common 
during her college years, when she wasn’t quite ready 
to settle into a relationship, but they became more 
dif!cult to !nd once she moved back to her California 
hometown and began to 
navigate the complex world 
of dating. 
 Her dating travails 
became a blog that had her 
friends in stitches or groaning 
in sympathy.  Soon, an 
acquaintance’s father was 
offering her a book deal.  
The result: A Year of Blind 
Dates, published late last 
year by Regal.  Subtitled 
A Single Girl’s Search for 
‘The One’, the book details 
Carson’s year of meeting 
other singles through what 
she wryly calls “The World’s Best Dating Service.” 
 The experience didn’t go quite as she had hoped, 
but she is grateful for what she learned.  “Before, 
I wanted to speed up the process,” she says of !nding 
her soul mate.  “But I don’t have that sense of urgency 
anymore.  It’s going to happen with the right person 
at the right time.”
 Carson still enjoys dating, despite some disastrous 
encounters with men that in the book earn nicknames 
like F-Bomb Bill, Messy Hands Mike and Penthouse 
Pete.  “I’m still out there dating, and I’m open to a 
thoughtful setup,” she says. 
 She was originally reticent about trying a dating 
service but was quickly swayed by the number of 
people who !nd love on-line.  “If it could work for 
them, it could work for me,” she says.  So she signed 
up — and hoped that only her close family and friends 
would !nd out.
 Carson went on a few interesting dates, but they 
got progressively worse.  Friends found her musings 
so entertaining that they encouraged her to blog about 
her experiences, and the year of dating she began
in secret became public information.
 She was surprised to !nd that writing about 
each date was helpful.  “It became so therapeutic 
for me, to process it in that way,” she says. 
 After a few months she hadn’t found the man 
of her dreams, but she had something beyond her 
wildest dreams — a book deal.  She signed the con-
tract in May 2008 and spent the summer "eshing out 
her blog entries.
 “I don’t take for granted that I’m really fortunate 
to be published, or that anyone is interested in my 
story,” she says.  “I’m still shocked that anyone other 
than my parents bought it.”
 People relate to her experiences, she says.  She 
receives frequent e-mails from fans and hears their 
stories at book signings — including one this spring 
at Furman. “That was unbelievable for me, having 
a signing near the mailbox at Furman where I used 
to get my mail,” she says.  “It was an out-of-body 
experience.”
 Fourteen years earlier, Carson had traveled 
across the country to enroll at Furman thanks to 
parents who encouraged their kids to broaden their 
horizons.  After older brother Keith ’98 settled on 
Furman, she thought she might go elsewhere to 
forge her own identity, but a visit to the campus 
sealed the deal.
 “The people I met were so friendly, and they 
really made me feel like they wanted me to be there,” 
she says.  Brother Drew attended Furman as well and 
graduated in 2003.
 The book showcases her love for her Furman 
years — especially its style. “I fell in love with the South 
and its preppy wardrobe,” she writes.  “Crewneck 
sweaters, polo shirts with popped collars, loafers with 
plaid skirts, khakis . . . what’s not to love?”
 She soon realized, though, 
that when it came to dating, her 
Southern-leaning fashion sense 
and old-fashioned values did not 
always mesh with her California-
style aggression.  “I was trying 
too hard, and these sweet 
Southern boys saw right through 
my efforts,” she writes.
 Carson continues to 
write — she still blogs at 
http://megancarson.com —
but hasn’t decided on her next 
project.  “The !rst one just came 
to me.  I didn’t set out to do it,” 
she says.  A book about !nally 
meeting her match would make an ideal sequel, but 
perhaps that story would be better left untold:  “I may 
want to keep that between the gentleman and me,” 
she says with a laugh.
 In the meantime, in addition to promoting the 
book, Carson teaches Advanced Placement world 
history at Capistrano Valley High School, her alma 
mater in Mission Viejo, Calif.  She earned a master’s 
degree in education from Concordia University while 
!nishing A Year of Blind Dates.
 Although the book doesn’t have a fairy tale 
ending, Carson says, “I used to think my life would be 
great once I had the right relationship, but now I know 
the same issues will be going on.  I’ve learned about 
what’s important to me not just in a relationship but 
in life in general.  I’m still waiting, but at the same 
time, I’m really enjoying my life where it is right now.”
— LEIGH SAVAGE
Leigh Gauthier Savage ’94 is a freelance writer
in Simpsonwille, S.C.
Furman ALUMNI NEWS
Tim Spitz of Pittsford, N.Y., was runner-
up at the 2009 U.S. Mid-Amateur golf 
tournament.  Tim also won the 2008 
Rochester (N.Y.) Tournament of Champions 
and was runner-up in 2009.
Fayette and Lisa Benners Williams 
have moved to Fort Worth, Texas, where 
Fayette is a surgeon with Facial and Oral 
Surgery Associates.
BIRTHS:  Brady and Jennifer Gilbert, 
a son, Noah Donnan, January 18.  They 
live in Travelers Rest, S.C.  
Brian and Claudia Wood Strow, a son, 
Thatcher Marten, August 31, 2009, 
Bowling Green, Ky.  Brian and Claudia are 
both associate professors of economics at 
Western Kentucky University, and Brian 
holds the BB&T Endowed Chair at the WKU 
Center for the Study of Capitalism.
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Michael P. Harrison of Monmouth, Ill., 
recently completed his Ph.D. in Spanish at 
the University of California-Irvine and is an 
assistant professor at Monmouth College.
BIRTHS:  Bryant and Suzanne Sloan 
Lind, a son, Beckett Sloan Lind, September 
9, 2009.  They live in Arden, N.C., where 
Suzanne is a respiratory representative for 
Merck & Co.  Bryant owns and operates 
Amalga Corporation, an executive search 
!rm.  
Seth and Meredith Jackson ’00 
Ramaley, a son, Jackson Leinbach,
March 16.  They live in Smyrna, Ga.
Chuck and Suzanne Vincent, twins, 
Charles Edward III and Sophia Marie, 
March 23, Atlanta.  Chuck is a senior 
systems analyst for Turner Broadcasting 
and Suzanne is vice president of internal 
communications at SunTrust Banks, Inc.
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Briana Lewis has accepted a tenure-track 
position as an assistant professor of French 
at Allegheny College in Meadville, Pa.
BIRTHS:  Lee and Anne Bell, a son, Lee 
Augustus III, December 1, Nashville, Tenn.
Stephen and Jaime Albert Campbell, 
a daughter, Claire Elyse, November 20, 
Sacramento, Calif.  Stephen is a C-17 
pilot at Travis Air Force Base and Jaime 
is completing a pathology residency at 
the University of California-Davis Medical 
Center.
Geoffrey and Stacy Schorr Chandler, 
a daughter, Nora Lois, April 11, Garner, N.C.
Reagan and Suzanna Wellman Combs, 
a son, Cooper Wellman Combs, December 
7.  They live in Chicago.
Wystan and Shenaqua Houghton, 
twins, Denby and Dilly, April 14.  They 
live in Columbia, S.C.
John and Elizabeth Kirven Oettinger, 
a daughter, Elizabeth “Libba” Kirven 
Oettinger, April 23, Birmingham, Ala.
Cameron and Jennifer Runyan, 
a daughter, Leisel Caroline, April 15, 
Columbia, S.C.  
David and Amy Ledbetter Yarrington, 
a son, Carter Mason, April 24, High Point, 
N.C.
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THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
J. Carl Gregg has been called as pastor 
of Broadview Baptist Church in Owings, 
Md.  He was formerly associate pastor 
of Northminster Church in Monroe, La.
Teodor Simeonov has been named 
regional !nance director for the River 
Business Unit of LaFarge North America 
in Missouri.
BIRTHS:  T.J. ’99 and Erin McCasland 
Castello, a daughter, So!a Lucile, 
November 22.  They live in Dunwoody, Ga.
William and Donna Peppers ’01 
Frazier, twin sons, Charles Dorsey and 
Owen McArthur, May 27, 2009.  Will 
completed his residency in otolaryngology 
and head and neck surgery at Wake Forest 
University and is now on the staff of 
Greenville Memorial Hospital.
Ryan ’01 and Kelly Robinson Jowers, 
a daughter, Caroline Rose, December 9, 
Tucker, Ga.
Clarke and Katie Gamble Russell, 
a daughter, Margaret Jane, May 21, 
Charlotte, N.C.
01
Carl Junot is the new men’s soccer coach 
at Harvard University, where he has been 
an assistant for two years.  Before going 
to Harvard he was an assistant at the 
University of New Mexico for seven years.
Having completed his Ph.D. at the Uni-
versity of Montana, Johnny MacLean 
has accepted a tenure-track position 
at Southern Utah University in Cedar City, 
where he teaches structural geology.
Jennifer Scholz Smith has begun a pre-
doctoral psychology internship with the 
Houston (Texas) Independent School 
District.
Megan Smith has joined the staff 
of the Center for American Progress, 
a Washington, D.C., think tank, as an 
associate director for press relations 
with a focus on economic and health 
care issues.  She previously served as 
communications director for Doctors 
for America.
MARRIAGES:  William Thomas Bacon 
and Kelsey Withers, April 18, 2009.  He is 
an attorney with the Charleston, S.C., 
of!ce of McAngus Goudelock and Courie 
LLC.
Carrie Ann Fisher and Reid Thomas 
Sherard, April 24.  They live in Greenville 
where he is an associate attorney at 
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough, LLP, 
and she is an assistant U.S. attorney.
April Longley and David Alley, 
September 12, 2009.  They live in 
Alexandria, Va.  
BIRTHS:  Steve and Laura Burdine, 
a daughter, Charlotte Rose, August 17, 
2009.  They live in Columbia, S.C.  He is 
completing a sports medicine fellowship, 
after which he is scheduled to join a family 
medicine practice in Eden, N.C.
Paul and Heather Lundell Dorrance, 
a son, Caleb William, May 15, 2009.  They 
have moved to Columbus, Miss., where 
Paul is an instructor pilot in the U.S. Air 
Force.
Chris and Katherine Phillips, a son, Caleb 
Hamilton, November 2.  Chris completed 
a rheumatology fellowship at Washington 
University in St. Louis, Mo., and has started 
a practice in Paducah, Ky.
Mark and Katherine Brittain Sandvos, 
a son, Nolan Anthony, October 18, 
St. Louis, Mo.
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Bryce Parrott of Nashville, Tenn., has 
become director of process improvement 
with Hospital Corporation of America.
BIRTHS:  Wes and Lauren Heath 
Bryant, a daughter, Nora Reese, April 25, 
Greenville.
Mark ’03 and Laura Stirman Dubois, 
a son, Elliott Montgomery, May 21, 2009.  
They live in Durham, N.C.  
Jonathan and Beth Ewing, a son, Keaton 
Paul, April 9, Savannah, Ga.  Jonathan is 
a commander in the 3rd Infantry Division, 
currently deployed to Afghanistan.
Michael and Garner Lee Stead Green, 
a son, Grant Thomas, April 29, New York 
City.  Mike is a !nance manager at Polo 
Ralph Lauren, and Garner Lee is on leave 
from her position as academic dean at 
Harlem Link Charter School.
Sims ’00 and Kate Wright Key, 
a daughter, Ansley Kathryn, September 24, 
2009.  They live in Oakland, Calif., where 
Sims is an architect with ELS Architecture.
Brian and Jennifer Perri Kovach, a son, 
Dominic, February 21.  They live in Flowery 
Branch, Ga.  In July Jen was inducted into 
the Furman Athletic Hall of Fame.  She is 
the only golfer to be named Southern 
Conference Women’s Player of the Year 
three times and holds the school record
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